As steelhead trout return, local
communities look for ways to
restore San Francisquito Creek
| “and its watershed.

 See Page 14




popular restaurant chains featuring

merging to form a new corpora-
tion. Both were founded by Portola
Valley residents: Richard Hamner
started Una Mas in 1992; Ray

1991.

not finalized, but the deal is ex-
pected to close by early September.

The Una Mas and Pollo Rey
restaurants will operate separately,

Una Mas and Pollo Rey, two

Mexican fast-service food, are

Klein opened the first Pollo Rey in

Exact details of the nierger are

News

keeping their existing locations

_ and current menus. Both are dis-

tinguished by their colorful can-
tina-style decor and emphasis-on
_ fresh food. The new corporation
plans to bring the total number of
restaurants up to 52 by the end of
the year. :

_ Richard Hamner, founder of Una

- Mas, will serve as president and
chief executive officer of the new
corporation. Mr. Klein will be
chairman. Both have spent years in
the restaurant business. Mr. Ham-

Mexicanfast-fod chains, started by
Portola Valley residents, plan merger

ner co-founded Sundance Mine

Company and the Pacific Fresh |

chain. Mr. Klein founded ‘many- :
California restaurants including Fa--
mous Enterprise Fish Company,
Santa Fe Bar and Grill and Tutti’s. -
Una Mas has-26 locations
throughout northern California, in-

.cluding one at Stanford Shopping

Center. Pollo Rey has 21 restau-
rants, including on¢ in Menlo Park,
as well as others in the Bay Area,
Sacramento, Oregon, Idaho and
Pennsylvania.

_ MOVING? CALL
(am EASY TRANSITIONS
EAsy. ' AFFORDABLE HOUSEHOLD
£ Transirions™ PACKING & UNPACKING
We Settle You in...
WOMAN - OWNED s Tt A R L 4
AND OPERATED Right Down tp Making Fhe Bed
GIFT and Leaving You Dinner
CERTIFICATES

FREE ESTIMATES

Bay Area largest service of its kind.
We're fast, focused and professional. Our
stream-line packing techniques and
superior organizational skills minimize
your expense.

° Unpacking means...

We settle you in!! All boxes are removed,
“bathrooms are set up, beds are made and
a delicious meal is waiting to welcome

you home. Call today
Susan Hamilton ¢ (415) 562-0570

'AVAILABLE

Knishes, kabobs, crawfish
among fare at Menlo festival

Thousands of food lovers will
feast on international fare at the
annual Connoisseur’s Marketplace
festival, to be held Saturday and
Sunday, July 19-20, in downtown
Menlo Park. ; '

Now in its 11th year, this free-ad-

place for the ninth year. Crawfish
etouffee, seafood gumbo and grilled

 blackened shrimp are cooked fresh

each morning from scratch.
GTO Catering; also specializing

_in Cajun cuisine; will serve fried

~and sauteed shrimp sandwiches,

mission, two-day festival hosts
about 20 food purveyors along

Santa Cruz Avenue.

Siam Garden, a Menlo Park Thai

restaurant, will serve dishes of pork
and chicken satay, skewered and

" conut milk’ and Thai spices; red-
curry chicken simmered in coconut
milk with bamboo shoots and Thai

“basil; and vegetarian.spring rolls

with sweet-and-sour sauce.
For Cajun food fans, New Or-
leans Catering brings its Louisiana

charbroiled meat marinated in co-

fried clams and garlic fries.
- Other treats include sausages,

_ grilled chicken and pork kabobs,
_Philadelphia cheesesteak sand-

wiches, knishes, fried calamari, bar-
becue oysters, strawberry and

_chocolate crepes, bread pudding
. and Italian sorbet.

e

~ To compliment the fobd, local

vintners will pour their top vari-
etals. Napa Valley’s Barefoot Cel-

lars will serve its Zinfandel and

cooking to Connoisseur’s Market-

White Zinfandel, winner of three
gold medals. Sonoma Creek Winery
will pour its gold medal Carneros

Reserve Chardonnay, and J. Lohr
Winery will serve -its Riverstone
Chardonnay, Seven Oaks Cabernet
Sauvignon, Bay Mist Riesling and
Wildflower Valdiguie. S

Brews from the Great Northern
Brewing Company, including Black
Star lager, will be served.

Souvenir wine glasses and beer
mugs will be available for $5.

Three large pavilions will be
spread out on Santa Cruz Avenue
selling souvenir glassware, along
with- selections of ‘wine and beer,
cold Pepsi and Black Mountain
Spring Water. Eating areas with
umbrella tables and chairs will be
set up in several locations along the
avenue.

The festival will take place from
10 am. to 6 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday, July 19-20, on Santa Cruz
Avenue at El Camino Real in
Menlo Park.

It is sponsored annually by the
Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce.
Admission and parking are free. For
information, call 325-2818.

Barbara Tyler of Coldwell
Banker’s Santa Cruz Avenue of-
fice in Menlo Park ‘was recently
honored by Coldwell  Banker
Northern California as the top agent
in gross commission income during
the first quarter of 1997. Ms. Tyler
is the No. 1 Coldwell Banker sales
associate internationally out of
55,000, the company reported. She
specializes in upper-end properties
in Atherton, Woodside; Menlo.
Park, and Portola Valley. A former
teacher and administrator, she has a
master’s degree in special educa-
tion.

Dave Carver of Woodside has
been promoted to the newly created
position-of chief operating officer at
Network General Corp.;:a Menlo
Park computer company specializ-
ing in network fault and perfor-
mance management. In his new
position, Mr. Carver assumes over-
all responsibility for the company’s
five business units: analysis tools,
systems technology, Internet prod-

_Portola Valley

ucts, wide area products, and net-
work general services. Mr. Carver,

_who has an MBA from Stanford

University, joined Network Gen-
eral in 1995 as vice president of
Network General services.

Peter Cowperthwaite recently
joined Pacific Peninsula Properties
in Menlo Park
and will spe-
cialize in the

and Woodside
markets. Mr.
Cowperthwaite
has about eight |
years of experi-
ence in local residential retail sales.
Managed by Rich Bassin, Pacific
Peninsula Properties is an affiliate
of Pacific Peninsula Group, a real
estate development and construction
company established in 1989.

. Mark Jones of Menlo Park, an
IBM employee, recently received
the 1997 IBM Chairman’s Award,
and was honored with a crystal star.
Mr. Jones, a member of the IBM
Hard Disk Drive team, was honored
by IBM Chairman and CEO Louis
V. Gerstner, who cited his excel-

lence in teamwork and speed in
support of customers. The Chair-
man’s Award was established in
1995 to recognize IBM employees
who demonstrate superior team-
work and customer service.

Kevin J. O’Brian of Portola
Valley has joined the Menlo Park
office of Piper Jaffray Inc., a Min-
neapolis-based investment firm, as
an investment executive. Prior to
joining Piper Jaffray, Mr. O’Brian
was a financial consultant with
Smith Barney in Menlo Park. He
holds an MBA from the University
of San Francisco.

Fred Rosenberg, manager and
designer with Planlt Right in La
Honda, says his home design com-
pany produces a 3D computer
model of a home that the client can
use to tour the house from any view
and zoom in on any area. “Moving
walls, doors, windows and changing
roof pitches is only a matter of a
few key strokes,” says Steve Light-
man, another designer with the firm.
In addition to computer modeling,
the company creates house plans,
obtains building permits and rec-
ommends contractors. ’

THE
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BEST SELLERS ; _
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today and reserve your space 854-2626

KEPLER'S BOOK & MAGAZINES
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
394-4321

PR

fec0®°
fcto”

THE BOOK RACK
Trade-in your used paperbacks! -
865 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park

323-3877

|LDRENS
N TREE CHILA

Los Atos

DE
\{{‘ECORDS & B
170 State St
. 949—3390

‘/ ADVENTURE TOYS & TEACHERS' SUPPLIES

173 Main St., Los Altos
041-6043

Nt

RINTER’S INC.
EOOKSTORE & COFFEEHOUSE
310 California Ave., Palo Alto, 397-6500
301 Castro St., Mountain View, 961-8500

\

HEINTZELMAN'S .
905 State St., Los Altos 941-1842
A reader's haven since 1989

" July9, 1997 « The Country Almanac » 13



ER STORY

Photo by Laura Hester

Streamkeeper Jim Johnson, right, and Jerry Hearn check out a turn-of-the-century dam above a year-round trout
pool in Woodside. They are hopmg to get funding so the dam can be fixed to be more steelhead- frzendly The old
redwood log, with notches cut in it to concentrate the water so the fish can swim over it, is coming loose Jrom its
base, and allowing the water to spill through in sheets too thin for fish to jump.

our creeks

s our shadows move over the still

pool below a turn-of-the-century dam,

a couple of 10-inch trout dart for the
deep shade of a bank. A couple of dozen of
this year’s hatchlings join them.

Is this rural scene in Colorado? The Sierra?

No. This is Woodside.

It’s hard for anyone used to the dry Penin-
sula summer to believe, but steethead trout do
survive the dry season in shaded pools of the
upstream tributaries of San Francisquito
Creek. Then, when winter rains surge down
the dry moat that divides Palo Alto from
Menlo Park, San Mateo County from Santa
Clara County, an ancient cycle renews.

Steelhead from the ocean find their way
into San Francisco Bay and to their ancesiral

stream, San Francisauito Creek. They-change:

_chemistry from salt to fresh water near East

Resto:

g

- Palo Altne ek s

| Local communities join to bring historic
steelhead trout run back to
San Francisquito Creek and its tributaries.

By MARION SOFTKY

of Woodside and Portola Valley. Then they
reverse the trip and return to the ocean, ac-
companied by young fish that have matured in
the cool summer pools of the Peninsula
foothills.

This ancient cycle is now a rarity around

stream in the South Bay. “There are not many
other creeks in the Bay Area with steelhead,”
says Margaret Roper, fisheries biologist with
the California Department of Fish and Game.
“They used to be all over.”

Now.an-unusual-alliance of some 25 gov-

San ?rancm Bay. As development has

S s T e

ernment-agencies, Stanford University, private

spread reams have been channelad

Ai==duals in-two .counties and
mg{) reclaim the creek and
ish and wildlife and people.
iito Creek is a living artery

of water which should bind us together. We
need to value it and not treat it as a dump,”
says Jim Johnson, official “streamkeeper”
for the creek and its watershed.

For the last four years Mr. Johnson has
been the catalyst in the regional effort to re-
store San Francisquito Creek and the 40-
square-mile network of creeks feeding it, and
to rebuild the steelhead run.

The planning process, which involves 10
government agencies and Stanford University
as well as community organizations and in-
dividuals, goes by the off-putting name of Co-
ordinated Resource Management and
Planning (CRMP) — informally called
“Crimp.”

CRMP has produced a draft walershed
management plan suggesting policies to pro-
tect and restore the creek system and to pre-
vent problems such as pollution and flooding.

Mr. Johnson and:CRMP Coordinator Deb-
bie Mytels have brought their presentation to
Menlo Park, Woodside, and Portola Valley.




Photo by Jim Johnson
The bank of San Francisquito Creek just below El Palo
Alto Park has been stabilized with gabions, wire baskets
filled with rock. The above photo shows how the bank was

taken over by invasive German ivy which displaced native
plants. Right, the ivy has been removed as part of creek
restoration efforts. Now plants that contribute to wildlife

habitat can grow.

A new fish ladder built by Stanford in Los Trancos Creek near Alpine Inn bypasses a dam that di-
verts water to Felt Lake. It now allows steelhead trout to climb into upper Los Trancos Creek to spawn.

They will go to Palo Alto this summer. “We’d
like to have a continuous riparian corridor
from the ridge tops all the way to the Bay,”
says Ms. Mytels.

Looking back

“We...stopped upon the bank of a deep
creek whose waters came down from the
mountains and rushed precipitously to the
estuary,” wrote Fray Juan Crespi on Nov. 6,
1769, as the Portola expedition rested where
the Stanford Park Hotel is now after discov-
ering San Francisco Bay.

Back then, San Francisquito Creek really
was a living artery supporting abundant fish
and wildlife. Indians hunted, gathered acorns
and fished from the salt marshes of the Bay
through the oak meadows of what is now
Menlo Park, all the way up to the redwood
forests on the mountains.

The stream was so appealing the Spanish
considered building a San Francisco mission
across from El Palo Alto, a landmark redwood

which could be seen from San Francisco to-

San Jose — until they came back in the sum-
mer and found the creek dried up even then.

Over the years, grazing, logging, housing,

cities, pollution, flooding, and dams have
taken their toll. But San Francisquito Creek
has still fared better than other Peninsula wa-
terways.

Portola Valley naturalist Herb Dengler has
walked the length of the creek. He attributes
its mostly natural state to Stanford University,
which owns thousands of acres extending
from El Camino Real on the flatlands past
Searsville Lake in the foothills. “So much is
on Stanford land; it hasn’t been subject to
tampering,” he says.

Almost every drop of rain that runs off the
Santa Cruz Mountains over 40 square miles
ultimately drains through San Francisquito
Creek into San Francisco Bay. On Skyline the
watershed extends from Page Mill Road on
the south almost to Kings Mountain. “The
hillside is just a sponge of creeks; it’s an
amazing network,” says former Woodside
Mayor Jeanne Dickey, who has one in her
back yard. “When the kids were little, they
used to fish in the creek in summer... Some
think the steelhead should be named the
Town Fish.”

Now that many fish are gone and steelhead
appear headed for the endangered list, fishing
in the creeks is completely prohibited. “No
fishing” signs appear in Eng]ish and Spanish
all along it.

During winter storms — always much
heavier in the hills than on the flatlands —
water rushes down those creeks and gullies to
become a furious torrent that rises in the

(Continued on next page)

Photo by Laura Hester

Photo by Laura Hester
Already there’s a new bxke brzdge, as well as the rail-
road bridge shown here, in the background of this
photo of Jerry Hearn of the San Mateo County Fish
and Wildlife Advisory Committee below El Palo Alio.
Creek lovers hope to build a series of pools to help
steelhead trout pass over the low dam.

Photo by Jim Johnson
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The watershed of San Francisquito Creek covers 40 square miles from Skyline
to the Bay and from Page Mill Road almost to ngs Mountain. Map courtesy
of the late Ira Bonde.
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CAN YOU SPARE A LITTLE TIME?

Volunteers are needed from Daly City to Menlo-

Park, from Coyote Point to Pigeon Point.

If you've got a few free hours a week you can

help those in need.

Why not check it out today?
Call 342-0801

VOLUNTEER
CENTE R SAN MATECQ

COUNTY
436 PENINSULA AVENUE, SAN MATEO CA 94401

D[ AMOND SPECIALS

Trust‘Qualzly Experience .

Restormg

our creeks

k (Continued from previous page)

massive ditch that is San Francis-
quito Creek most of the year. These

waters also provide passage for re-

turning steelhead. Some years the
creek tops its banks, flooding
homes, streets and businesses in
Menlo Park and Palo Alto.
Flooding is just.one of a multi-

tude of problems being tackled by

CRMP. Others include loss of habi-
tat to farming and building; invasion
by non-native plants like German
ivy; the dumping of garden clip-
pings and debris in the creek; ero-
sion; polluted runoff from

landscaping, city businesses and -

stables; and — in the lower reaches
— encampments of homeless..

Turnaround?
Ever since he found two largé

WO FISHING
e

erized database for use by public
and private agencies. It is now being
extended to upstream tributaries.

@ Other fish ladders and block-
ages in the stream have been re-
paired or removed. .

B Volunteers organized by Bay -
Area ‘Action have conducted nu-
merous cleanups of the creek:

& The Palo Alto police have re-
moved most of ‘the homeless en-

campaign to educate people that
not all green is good.”

Also, some of Marion Barks-
dale’s sixth-graders at Flood School
in Menlo Park will be able to mon-
itor water quality in the creek next -
fall. A state grant allows the chil-
dren to take samples of creek water
and analyze them for pollutants.

Ms. Mytels, who has recently ac-
quired four grants for creek restora-
tion, says, “Nothing really happens
unless you have a person in place.”

Upstream/
downstream

Upstream problems dlffer con-
siderably from those downstream,
Mr. Johnson notes. In the foothiils
where the water originates, prob-
lems include illegal water diver-
sions; highly erodible soils,

particularly in Portola Valley; and -

runoff and dumping from stables.
Downstream in Menlo Park, Palo

ioht  Qf pr ; Alto and East Palo Alto, the prob-
Weight ~ Shape Color Clarity  Report Regular Price SALE dead steelhead in the creek under EI  campments from the creek; except ; e
233cts. Round G SH° GIA $21,000.00 ~ $15,600.00 ) : for the one under the Bl Camino \cms are more likely to be flooding,
160cts. Round E Sl GIA 1400000 - 1030000 | Palo Alto in 1988, Mr. Johnson, a 10 ° U :"> - and pollution and debris from
L16cts. Round G vsi GIA 9.000.00 g%.% Redwood City resident who works ~ bridge, which is on land belonging - 1o oo oncambments. Dumping
. oun ,000. 1 . } i . . N LS
66ct.  Round F VS2 GIA 4,000.00 2,600.00 as a restorer for Folk Art Interna- 10 Calitran.s. Menlo Park p}(l)hce ar}e(: erosion, and invading, non-native
Rt Romd & Vs o J00m  Z17g | tional has made a personal crusade R0 FERTE TR A O e tays Planis — in back yards and along
B Romd D ARG £.000.000 5000.00 of restoring the creek and organiz- saling pro » 8YS  creeks — are a problem every-
77¢t  Emerald F° VVSl  EGL 500000 352200 | ing CRMP. Councilman Chuck Kinney. where.  *

Cut '
All of the above diamonds range fmm well cut to ideal cut. these are just a samplmg of our stock.

Colored Stone Spec mls

“It’s a gradual process,” explains
Jerry Hearn of Los Trancos Woods,
a member of the San Mateo County

In its first three years, CRMP
has also been able to secure funds
for a variety of new and ongomg

~ Both upstream and downstream,
much of the responsibility for nur-
turing and restoring the creek lies

Type Shape Origin  Color  Weight Regular Price - SALE Fish and Wildlife Committee and projects. with property owners who back up
Sapphire  Oval  Ceylon menwswe 365cts.  320,00000 $1350000 | CRMP. “Everywhere you step, _ Starting in August, Bay Area Ac- . ' = A~ = 0 = waterway tra-
Sapphire  Pear Thai Rich Blue 2.66 cts. 3,000.00 2,000.00 there are five or six different juris_ tion will have a state grant to hire a verse their lands. Cities can ﬁdOpt
gappﬁ 8:,’3 gg.'k’" Rich Blue H% Ctt:‘ ;%% ggggg dictions you have fo deal with. It's half-time coordinator to organize plans and regulalions but the prop
apphire. can  Deep Purple A48 cts. ,000. . , s, : > -
Sapphire Oval  Ceylon.  vilpix~ 2.19cts.  2,000.00 1,50000 | @ compromise situation. . volunieers for creek clez}‘nup s and erty owners are there every day.

Emerald Oval  Affican MedumGreen  .80cts.  2,800.00 1,600.00 CRMP, the ultimate bureaucratic native plant restoration. “We want =y w046 de and Portola Valley
ﬁugy SVV:II gurma Vivid Red {8% cttg. gg%gg %,30000 process, has accomplished a lot (0 get rid of invasive, non-native o o o S througl;
u : ivi R . 5 A 4 3 H H i i .

Ruby Por B wma P 450000  -300000 | Since it was established in 1993. plants and plant the native species | yards and private lands. In

All of these colored stones have exceptional clarity, are very well cut, and have elegant colors, We
have many more shapes and sizes available.

(415) 324-1874

More is in'the pipeline.

For two winters now, steelhead
have plunged up a new fish ladder
to spawn in the headwaters of Los

-that belong in the creek and provide

food and habitat for wildlife,” says
Peter Drekmeier of Bay Area Ac-

Menlo Park, 100 homes~and four
businesses back directly onto the

(Continued on Page 18)

. ; tion. “There’s going (0 be a new
550 Hamilton #226, Palo Alto - : '

M-F 9:30-5:00, Sat 10-4
Call For Appointment

@ Thomas L. Broadwin Limited -
Established in 1974

Trancos Creek, which had been cut.
off for more than a century by a
dam that diverted water to create
Felt Lake.

Stanford spent $350,000, includ-
ing $95,000 from a state grant, to
install the fish ladder near Alpine
Inn in Portola Valley.

“There are lots of reasons this is
a really good stream,” says Mr.
Johnson. Not many homes abut Los
Trancos Creek, which forms the -
boundary between San Mateo and

en will we have
mwﬂe Meadow?

to-the upper reaches of Sausal

‘and Corte Madera creeks and
their tributaries. The rainbow
trout that live upstream stay

Everything for Your
- Windows — and More! [issuligs
Searsville Lake will sﬂt

up and become Searsville

Visit our beautiful Santa Clara counties in the area of Meadow in 15 to 50 years. and breed year-round; they can
showrooms in the Portola Valley. There is lots of nat- The lake has shrunk by well ~ never get to the ocean to

. . AT ural vegetation and brushy cover over two-thirds already, says  become steglhead. )
Sugréwale/h'}zlintagl View that provide shade where fish can Philippe Cohen, administrative . Stanford is now studying the
and San Jose/Almaden stay cool in summer. Bushes also director of Stanford’s Jasper lake system to decide what to

areas and see the latest in
draperies, valances &
* cornices, shutters; shades

do with it, Dr. Cohen says.
Options range from dredging
mud out of the lake to letting it

Ridge Biological Preserve.
Major landslides; earth-
quakes or fires could loosen the

protect trout from birds and preda-
tors, and they harbor air-borne in-
sects — food for the fish.

and blinds. Also, year-round water supports highly erodible soils and speed  fill in. “We expect to have a
young fish fot 2 miles above the fish the natural transition from lake  plan by next March,” he says.
Or call for a FREE ladder to a major spring on the Ar- to meadow, Dr. Cohen says. Another problem is getting

rid of the bass and other non-
native: fish that flourish in the
lake and below.

Stanford is working with the
Department of Fish and Game
(DFG) this summer to remove
bass and other non-native fish

. from the stream below the dam.
“They eat the native species
like steethead, red-legged frogs
and resident rainbow trout,”
says Margaret Roper of DFG.
“There are red-legged frogs in
the creek.”

Searsville Lake has been an
important part of the Peninsula.
landscape ever since the Spring
Valley Water Company built
the dam in 1891. For many
years it was a popular swim-
ming hole and party spot. That

“ended in 1976, when Stanford
bought the rights and included
it in its Jasper Ridge Preserve.
Even the horse riders had to
leave.

Construction of the dam also
blocked passage by steethead

illaga — formerly Lee — property.
For another 3 miles, winter rains
support spawning steelhead that —
unlike salmon — return year after
year to lay their eggs.

Among the other accomplish-
ments of CRMP are:

B Volunteers have tested water
quality and prepared an inventory of
plants, birds, amphibians, and fish at

- 500-foot intervals along San Fran-
cisquito Creek. Coordinated by the
Coyote Creek Riparian Station in
San Jose, this project will provide
information on a map and comput-

in-home estimate
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